Application No. 10/564,855 

Reply to Office Action of September 5, 2007. 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A process for preparing 3-, 4- or S-fold-Ci-Czo-alkyl- 
and/or mono- or poly -halogen-substituted benzoyl chlorides (I) (la} 

P 

CI 

(la) 

, by, in a first stage, reacting a 3-, 4- or 5-fold-Ci-C2o-alkyl- and/or mono- or poly 
-halogen-substituted benzene (H) (Ila) 




(Ila) 



with ecu in the presence of AICI3 and subsequent hydrolysis of the formed AICI3 
complex to give the corresponding 3-, 4- or 5-fold-Ci-C2o-alkyl- and/or mono- or 
poly-halogen-substituted trichloromethylated aromatic (IH) (Ilia) 

Cl 

^ci 




(Illa) 



and, in a second stage, the trichloromethylated benzene (ffl) (Ilia) is hydrolyzed with 
water in the presence of a catalyst to obtain the benzoyl chloride (i) (la}, wherein in the 
second stage the aqueous organic phase from the hydrolysis of the AICI3 complex is used, 
and water-free [[CCI4]] CCU is distilled off after the hydrolysis. 
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Claim 2 (currently amended): The process according to claim 1, wherein said 3-. 4- 

or 5-fold-C i-C7n -alkvl- and/or mono- or polv -halogen-substituted benzoyl chlorides (la) is 

trimethylbenzoyl chloride of the formula (lb) 




is prepared from mesitylene as the substituted benzene (H) (Ila) . 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The process according to claim 1, wherein the molar 
ratio of ecu to substituted aromatic (H) (Ila) is from 1:1 to 3.5:1. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The process according to claim 1, wherein from 1 to 
1.5 equivalents of AICI3 per equivalent of the substituted benzene (H) (Ila) are used. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The process according to claim 3, wherein the complex 
of trichloromethylated benzene (HI) (Ilia) and AICI3 is hydrolyzed with water at from 20 to 
100°C. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The process according to claim 5, wherein the 
hydrolysis of the complex of trichloromethylated aromatic (ffl) (Ilia) and AICI3 is carried out 
continuously. 

Claim 7 (Canceled). 
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Claim 8 (currently amended): The process according to claim 2, wherein the molar 
ration of CCI4 to substituted aromatic (H) (Ila) is from 1 : 1 to 3.5: 1 . 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The process according to claim 2, wherein from 1 to 
1.5 equivalents of AICI3 per equivalent of the substituted benzene (H) (Ila) are used. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The process according to claim 3, wherein from 1 to 
1 .5 equivalents of AICI3 per equivalent of the substituted benzene (H) (Ila) are used. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The process according to claim 4, wherein the 
complex of trichloromethylated benzene (HI) (Ilia) and AICI3 is hydrolyzed with water at 
from 20 to lOO^C. 

Claim 12 (previously presented): The process according to claim 1, wherein the 
catalyst used in the second stage is FeCls. 
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